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arrived the next morning. He placated the general with pleasant
words, promising that the matter of their ransom would be taken
up with the owners of the houses which remained standing.
In fine, the ransom was agreed upon at 107,000 ducats. This
sum was paid to him on March 23. It was impossible to persuade
him to leave any artillery. He left only the bells. That week he
evacuated the city, embarking all his people aboard his ships.
In an effort to obtain more ransom he sent 200 soldiers to the
Franciscan monastery, which is outside the city on the other side of
the bridge, to raze it, the slaughter-house and the fort, claiming that
these were not included in the arrangement because they were
outside the city. He asked 10,000 for them. The governor insisted
that everything was covered by the general ransom. The Englishman
would not agree and set fire to the monastery. The prior and friars
came out to prevent this and ransomed their property for 1000
ducats. Because the fort stands actually on water they could not blow
it up, and so demolished it.
Most of the slaves and many of the convicts from the galleys went
off with the English as did some of the negroes belonging to private
owners. Although their masters were willing to ransom them the
English would not give them up except when the slaves themselves
desired to go.
They carried off the galleys5 tender and burned all the ships,
frigates and barks they found in the harbour except some trading
frigates which their owners redeemed.
On the 5th or 6th of April another ship came in from Spain with
the same advices as the first. It anchored two or three leagues from
the port and was sent back to Spain with news of what occurred.
Thursday, April 9, in the morning the English departed from this
city with 20 or 21 sail on the course which the fleets take for
Havana. As soon as it was known that the enemy had gone the
people returned to the (p. 10) city. Just when it had become fairly
quiet and certainly no disturbance was anticipated, on the morning
of the 13th of that month these vessels were sighted again. Because
it was known that the galleons momentarily expected from Spain
were as many sail, everybody in the city thought that these were the
armada and the people were much rejoiced by this hope, until it
was recognized that they were the enemy. Once more everybody
fled from the city and to see the women and other helpless persons
go was very pitiable.
The enemy re-entered the harbour in the same manner in which
he came in the first time. Having from his flagship seen the alarm